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President’sMessage - KrisEthridge

Someonerecently pointed out amagazine article
that really got my attention. Thearticletalked about our
nation beingin an energy crisisand how thetremendous
domestic cost of oil productionisrising faster than other
prices, putting asevere strain on the country’sbusiness-
investment capital. Thearticlewent onto discussethanol
asasolutionthat must be pursued. Theauthor explained
how bio-fuelsmust beimmediately used asafeasible
aternativeto petroleum productsand thiswill only be
possiblewhenthereis* compl ete co-operation between
theail, auto, and farming industries’.

Bio-fuelsand renewable energy seemto bevery
popular topicsthese days. But thisarticledidn’t stick out
to me because of thetopic. It stuck out becauseit was
publishedin 1983 (Barry Commoner, A Reporter at
Large, “Ethanol”, The New Yorker, October 10, 1983).

Therecognition of our need to pursuemore
efficient formsof energy isnothing new. Ethanol has
actually been around sincethe beginning of the 20"
century, but bio-fuelshave awaysbeen held back because
of efficiency issuesand our infrastructure' srelianceon
petroleum products. Asismost often the case, necessity
leadsto action. Wenow redlizethat devel oping more
renewable and efficient formsof energy isacritical task
that we must devel op quickly. Issuesthat have held bio-
fuel production back over the past 25 yearssincethe pre-
mentioned articlewas published haveincluded: technol-
ogy issues, feedstock availability, lack of alevel-playing
field with petroleum, accessto energy markets, lessBtu
per volume comparedtofossil fuels, food vs. fuel argu-
ment, and last but not |east, the potential impactson soil
and water conservation.

I’dliketofocuson thelast issue, the potential
impactson soil and water conservation. Asrenewable
energy becomesoneof our nation’shighest prioritiesand
wethrow tremendous monetary resourcesinto solving the
current “energy criss’, itisabsolutely crucid that wedo
not accomplish our energy goalsat the expense of the
most vital natural resourceswe have, soil and water.

I”’m abig advocatefor the production of bio-fuels,
however, in 2006 it was estimated that a50 million gallon
per year ethanol plant would use between 3and 4 gallons

of water to produce onegallon of ethanol (Andy Aden,
“Water Usagefor Current and Future Ethanol Produc-
tion”, Southwest Hydrology, Sept/Oct 2007, pg 22-23).
That's 150 to 200 million gallons of water per year. Inthe
Midwest, most of thisiswater comesfrom groundwater
sources. |If wedevelop cdllulosic ethanol production, the
ratio of water used to ethanol produced would decrease
toaround 2to 1 (Aden, 2007). Thiswould bevery
comparableto the current water usage when processing
foss| fuds. Butthat'still using 75to 100 milliongallons
of our groundwater per year. That’snot mentioning the
sgnificantincreasein acresof land that are being con-
verted from other usesto cropland in order to feed the
ethanol plants. Without proper conservation systems, the
potentialy significant increasein soil lossfromthesenew
acresin production could severely impedewater quality
and greetly diminish the sustainability of our agricultural
lands.

Asmembersof the Soil and Water Conservation
Society, now morethan ever itisimperativethat we
actively pursue our society’smisson to foster thescience
and art of natural resource conservation. We can havea
strong influence towards ensuring that our soil and water
resourcesare not jeopardized. We can accomplishthisby
working to combine scienceand professiond judgments
for the purpose of improving conservation policy and
shaping locd, state, and federal palicy.

In Nebraska, we can start by participating in our
local SWCS chapter activitiesand promoting our society’s
goas. A great placeto start isby joining the new interna-
tiona SWCSNetwork (www.swesnetwork.ning.comny).
The SWCSNetwork isagreat way to communicatewith
other conservation profess onalsand shareyour viewsand
opinionson relevant topics, aswell aslearning fromavast
pool of available conservation expertise.

By actively pursuing our society’smission, wecan
each do our part to ensure that the solution to the current
“energy criss’ doesn'’t contributeto the next generation
dealing with amuch more severewater or food crisis.
Any commentsor ideasfor increasing chapter activitiesor
to increase membershipsinthe NE chapter of SWCSare
greatly welcomed. Pleasefeed freeto contact any of your
officersor sectiondirectors.

http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/
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Awar dsPresented At 2008 Annual SWCSMeeting
Holdrege Nebraska

During the 2008 Nebraska SWCSAnNnual Meeting,
our chapter took timeto recognize thoseindividualswho
have contributed to Soil and Water Conservation activities
inour state. Thisyearsawardsincluded:

BluebirdsAcrossNebraska (BAN), Sandy
Seibert, President —2008 M erit Award. Thisaward
waspresented to BAN for their effortsto provide habitat
for bluebirdsand wood ducksin Nebraska. TheMission
of BAN is: Toincreasethe population of bluebirdsand
other native cavity-nesting birdsthrough the promotion of
bl uebird awarenessamong concerned citizens. BAN
Membershave established trail sand constructed and
installed approximately 30,000 bluebird nesting boxes
since becoming organizedin 1993. Monitoring of thetrails
and boxesreported 26,385 bluebirdsfledged in 2006 and
22,856 fledged in 2007. BAN'’swebsite (www.bbne.org)
providesinformation and education materialsrelated to
their misson.

Ruan Pohlman - 2008 Honor Award. Thisaward
was presented to Ruan in recognition for her effortsto
provide habitat for bluebirdsat Ashfall and Prairie Crest
Farm. Ruan hasbeen volunteering at Ashfal State Histori-
cal Park near Royal Nebraskafor the past 15 years.
During 2005-2007 over 250 bluebirdswerefledged from
theTrail monitored by Ruanat Ashfall. Inaddition Ruan
monitorsatrail on her own property in Stanton County
which hasfledged over 200 Bluebirdssince 1999.

Craig Romary - 2008 Commendation Award.
Thisaward was presented to Craiginrecognitionfor his
effortsand enthusiasm in serving the Nebraska Chapter as
amember, Secretary and President. Craig hasbeena
member of SWCS since 1993 and has served as Secre-
tary from 2002-2006 and President from 2006-2008.
CraiglivesinLincoln, worksfor the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Agricutlureand enjoysspending timewith his
family aswdl ashunting, fishing and timeoutdoors.

Nebraska SWCS Scholar ship Application
Do you know astudent inaNebraskacollege
studying intheareaof Natural Resources? If so, please
point them to the Scholarship A pplication on the Nebraska
SWCSWebsiteat: http://incol or.inebraska.com/dougg/
swes/Scholarship Application.pdf. ScholarshipApplica
tionsaredueto Paul Smith by December 6, 2008.

Hinrichs Darwin
Trenton, NE

| wasraisedona
dryland/irrigationfarm near
Glenvil, Nebraska. My
collegeeducation wasat
UNL inLincolnfor my B.S.
andM.S.insoils. | taught at
the Nebraska School of Technica Agriculturein Curtisfor
fifteen yearseducating studentsin conservation and natural
resource areas. When thisprogram closed | spent seven
yearsin North Dakotawith their extenson serviceasthe
Southwest AreaWater Quality Specidist. Inthe spring of
20031 started with NRCSin Nebraskaasthe Resource
Conservationistin Hitchcock County at the Trenton Field
Office. | am enjoying working with producerson conser-
vationissues.

| lovetofish, hunt and work with plants. My wife
Marieand | havefour kids (two boysand two girls) and
fivegrandkids.

Dig-It!

The Smithsonian National Museum of Natural
History unveiled* Dig-It! The Secretsof Soil” exhibit on
July 17, 2008. Cristian Samper, director of the National
Museum of Natura History, declared theexhibit a“ Cel-
ebration of soil,” at the reception and preview. SWCSand
SSSA membersfrom all over the US participated.

Thegrand opening to the public was on Saturday,
July 19. The Pritchard L ecture at the SWCSAnnual
Conferencein Tucson, Arizona, will beapresentation
about thisnew exhibit. You canlearn moreabout this
presentation at http://www.swcs.org/en/conferences/
past_conferences/2008_annua_conference/
pritchard lecture/. “Diglt! The Secretsof Soil” occupies
approximately 5,000 squarefeet inthe National Museum
of Natura Higtory. Itison display through January 2010
whenit will taketo theroad and will be displayed at over
10 museumsaround the US.

A s0il monolith from each state, territory, and the
Digtrict of Columbiaareon display. Interactive stations
include soil texture, color and parent materids, andthe
distribution of soilsinthe US. Displaysand videosrelated
soilsto our daily activitiesand show water, nutrient, and
gasmovement in soil, soil formation, and more.

For moreinformation, visit the Smithsonian exhibit
Web site: http://forces.s.edu/soils/ and the Soil Science
Society of Americaweb site: https.//www.soils.org/
smithsoniary.

Posted July 23, 2008 on the SWCS Conservation Blogger by
Ross Braun (see http://conservationbl ogger.blogspot.com/)
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Northern PlainsDirector’sReport
Mary Miller, VicePresident and Northern
PlainsRegion Director

Thank you for the opportunity to provideyou
someinformation on Northern Plainsand Society happen-
ings. Inaddition, | enjoyed attending your Chapter’s
workshop in Holdregethispast June.

2009 Technical Conference—TheNorthern Plains
Chaptersare moving forward with our 2009 Technical
Conferencetitled “ Conservation—Sustaining Our Future.”
The conferencewill be held February 18-20, 2009, in
Rapid City, South Dakota. Theprogram committee,
headed up by Mike Collinsfrom the North Dakota
Chapter, has put together an outstanding program. Craig
Romary from your Nebraska Chapter has been activeon
thiscommittee. Certified CropAdvisorscanearn17.5
CEUsfor attending the conference. Certified Profession-
alsin Range Management can earn 11 CEUs.

For moreinformation on the conference, pleasegoto
the North Dakota Chapter website at www.ndswcs.org.
Theprdiminary program, registration, sponsorship/
exhibitor, poster session, and lodginginformationare
under the“What'sNew” tab. Wewill continueto provide
updates asthingschange.

| amvery proud of our Northern PlainsRegion aswe
have committee chairsand participation fromal Chapters.

ExecutiveDirector Search—You dl should have
recelved an email from Peggie James, our Society’s
President, letting you know that weareinfull swinginour
searchfor anew Executive Director. Sheasoincluded
thejob description. The Society’sofficersand Search
Committee, made up of some Society members, are
working with asearch firm and through our contactsto
publicizethisopening. If youknow of someonewho might
beinterested, please provide them with theinformation.
You can email meat ranchhand@triplembar.comif you
need copiesof theletter and thejob description.

Marketing Program— | amworkingwithMark
Anderson-Wilk and other Ankeny staff onaMarketing
Program. Wehavean outside publicrelationsfirmthatis
looking at the Society’ scapabilitiesand challengesin this
area. Theend result will beinformation on our strengths,
our weaknesses, and agroup of recommendationsfor the
Society.

Member ship Chair, Robin Foulk

A chargeto all members: Ask someoneat work if
they areamember of SWCSthisweek and if they are not
tell them why you areamember and explainwhat SWCS
isabout. Andforthosewho likearea challenge-
continue to ask until you find someonewho isamember if
you do not locate onethefirst time!!!!

Welcomethefollowing new members:
Northeast Nebraska Chapter
TheresaSmydra
Sarah Reece
Patrick Cowsert
Nebraska Chapter
DuaneHovorka
TimWetmer
Aaron Nygren
University of Nebraska Chapter
CarlaMcCullough

Advertisetheblogger:
WWW.SWCS.0rg/conservationblogger

Nebraska Chapter 2008-2009 Officers
President, KrisEthridge

Vice Pres., Darwin Hinrichs

Secretary, Cameron Loerch

Treasurer, Dave Langemeier

Past Pres., Craig Romary

Nebraska Chapter 2008-2009 Board of Directors
Jm Mathine (Sandhills) (james.mathine@ne.usda.gov)
Robin Foulk (Panhandle) (Robin.Foulk@ne.usda.gov)
Corey Brubaker (Lincoln) (corey.brubaker@ne.usda.gov)
Scott Bohaty (Blue-Nemaha) (scott.bohaty @ne.usda.gov)
Claudia Stevenson (At Large)
(Claudia.Stevenson@ne.usda.gov)

Randy Gunn (South Central) (randal .gunn@ne.usda.gov)
Charles Reppert (Northeast Chapter)
(creppertfarm@inebraska.com)

Northeast Nebraska Chapter

Pres., Mike Lance, (michael.lance@ne.usda.gov)
Sec/Tresas., Dennis Smith (dennis.smith@ne.usda.gov)
Past Pres., Jan Jorgensen, (jan.jorgensen@ne.usda.gov)
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SWCSFarmingWith GrassConference

The Soil and Water Conservation Society recently
hosted aspecid conferencetitled “ Farming with Grass:
Achieving SustainableMixed Agricultural Landscapes’.
The conference was held October 20-22, 2008 at the
Sheraton Oklahoma City, OK. NebraskaSWCSMem-
ber John Quinn aong with JamesBrandleand Ron
Johnson presented at the conference. Followingisthe
abstract of their presentation:

Quinn, J.E., J.R. Brandle, R.J. Johnson Devel-
opment of a Healthy Farm Index to assess ecologi-
cal, economic, and social function on organic and
sustainable farms in Nebraska'’s four
agroecoregions

John E. Quinnis a PhD student in applied
ecology at the University of Nebraska Lincoln,
School of Natural Resources. Email:
jquinn2@unl.edu

James R. Brandle is a professor of forestry at
the University of Nebraska Lincoln, School of
Natural Resources. Email: jorandle@unl.edu

Ron J. Johnson is a professor of wildlife
ecology-biosustainability at Clemson University,
Department of Forestry & Natural Resources.
Email: ronj@clemson.edu

Abstract: As ecological, environmental, eco-
nomic, and social parameters of grassland agricul-
ture change, monitoring and assessing this dy-
namic landscape will be essential. Such endeavors
require a multidisciplinary approach, principally
integration of conservation ecology and production
agriculture. Existing assessments of farm success
focus on short-term gains, limiting analysis of
current systems and future alternatives. This em-
phasis has come at a cost to human and ecosys-
tem health of $5.7 to $16.9 billion annually. Addi-
tionally native and agricultural biodiversity have
declined. Consequently farm systems have lost
their inherent resiliency.

The ultimate goal of this project is to provide a
practical assessment tool to farmers interested in
restoring ecosystem services on their farm. Initial
data generated will provide recommendations to
organic and sustainable farmers on enhancing on-
farm biodiversity, diversity essential to sustainable
production and enhanced ecosystem services.

In the Great Plains, mixed farming methods
that include pasture, crop rotations, grass strips,

windbreaks, riparian buffers, and agroforestry are
important to ensure that farms remain a source of
diverse ecosystem services. The Healthy Farm
Index will demonstrate how organic and sustain-
able farms can optimize farm management to
produce food while ensuring the conservation of
native biodiversity and restoration and enhance-
ment of ecosystem services.

Developing a Healthy Farm Index requires
relevant and measurable indicators that can be
guantified and communicated efficiently. We be-
lieve that avian diversity and abundance (ecologi-
cal), water quality (environmental), long-term profit
and yield (economic), and farmer satisfaction
(social) can provide a foundation to build the index.
Ecological and environmental data collection is
ongoing on organic farms across Nebraska’s
agroecoregions. Economic and social data will be
collected as part of a continuing effort in support of
organic agricultural systems at the University of
Nebraska.

A means to recognize ecosystem services that
organic and sustainable farms provide would be
valuable to farmers, consumers, and policy mak-
ers. As human processes increasingly modify
agroecosystems, the value of functioning ecosys-
tems and the services they provide within agricul-
tural landscapes is becoming increasingly appar-
ent. A healthy farm optimizes not only production of
food, fiber, and fuel but also ecosystem services.
Ultimately, sustainable agroecosystems must
sustain the people and preserve the land.

CATALOGS: THANKSBUT NO THANKS

They arenot only mailbox stuffers. The19billion
catalogsmailed to Americansevery year consume 3.6
milliontonsof paper and 53 milliontrees. If youwant to
stop the deluge at your house, check out Catal og Choice,
anew onlineservicethat will tell merchants* thanksbut no
thanks’ onyour behalf. Theserviceisfree, andit’s
smple. Just register at www.catal ogchoice.org to search
and decline. Thesite, endorsed by the Ecology Center in
Berkley Cdlifornia, the National Wildlife Federationand
theNatural Resources Defense Council, launched Octo-
ber 9, 2007. Asof April 1, 2007, 694,478 people had
opted out of 9,181,478 catal ogs.
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SWCS 2008 I nter national Annual Conference
KrisEthridge

| recently had the privilege of attending the SWCS
2008 Internationa Annua Conferencein Tucson,AZ.
Nothing makes one appreciate the va ue of water more
than TucsoninJuly! Theconferencefocused agreat ded
on bio-fuel production and rel ated conservationissues, but
therewere many other incredible presentationson topics
including Environmenta Policy, the Midwest Floodsof
2008, and Global Climate Change. Thequality presenters
and timely subject matter made every presentation amust
See.

| attended the State of the Society Addressgiven by
current SWCS president Peggy James. Shedid agreat
job reaffirming our society’ sdedicationto our missionto
foster the science and art of natural resource conservation.
Shealso encouraged each chapter to promote the society
and demonstrated theimportance of continuing to recruit
new members. | also attended aregional roundtable
luncheon with other chapter officersfromthe Northern
PlainsRegionled by Mary Miller, Regional Director. We
arevery fortunateto have Mary assuch avaluablere-
sourcewithinour region. Her enthusiasm and commitment
to SWCSwascontagious. It wasgreat to make connec-
tionsand devel op friendshipswith other peopleinthe
region, and to shareideas on how to promote our indi-
vidual chepters.

Therewereover 650 conservation professionas
fromall over theworld at the conference. | even had the
opportunity tovisit withaSWCS er from Canadaand one
from Great Britian. Theexperienceisonel will treasure
and | strongly encourage everyoneto attend thisconfer-
ence. | am certainthat if more people could seethefull
reach of SWCSat the nationa level, therewould be much
greater support and participation by our members. If you
would liketo find out more about the 2008 conference
and seelocationsfor future conferences, pleasevisit the
SWCSwebsite at www.swcs.org.

NE MembersAttending:

Kuzila, Mark (UNL)

Chick, Steve (USDA NRCS)
Ethridge, Kris (USDA NRCYS)
Mountford, Thomas (LPNNRD)
Dosskey, Mike (USDAFS)

Other Nebraskans:
Swanson, Robert (USGS)

NE Chapter SWCS 2008 Golf Tour ney/Fund Raiser

TheTwelfth Annual Nebraska Chapter SWCS Gol f
Tourney was held on October 3, 2008 at Pioneers Golf
Club of Lincoln. Theoriginaly scheduled September 23
datewasrained out. Thanksto thosewho did show up
onthe234. Twenty-fivegolfers(15 SWCSmembersand
10 non-members) played. A team, best ball format was
used. Winningteamswere: 1% - Ed Svendsen, Gus
Dornbush, Joe Calder, Byron Fischer; 2™ - Rich Torpin,
Ken Carlson, Mike Kucera, Rob Glidden, Cam Loerch;
3- Paul Zillig, Tom Keep, Scott Argabright, Marc
Crouch; 4" - Mike Dosskey, Norm Kempf, Gary
Mucked, Lyle Steffen; 5" - Dave Langemeier, Richard
Langemeier, Gary Wells, Steve Nelson; and 61" - Bob
Rathjen, Marv Thompson, Jim Carr, DanaSnyder.

Ed Svendsen had theindividual low scoreand Marv
Thompsontheindividual high score. Theindividua low
number of puttswent to Mike Dosskey and theindividua
highest number of puttsto Rich Torpin. Theteam low putt
winnerswere Ed Svendsen, Gus Dornbusch, Joe Calder
and Byron Fischer. Flag eventswereheldonall 18 holes.

Everyonewent homefull of cookiesand withmore
than one prizethanksto thefollowing sponsors: Nebraska
Corn Growers, NARD, Lower Platte South NRD, L ower
Platte North NRD, Nebraska Soybean Association, State
Farm (Dean Hoy), Stock Seed, SWCSNationa Office,
DiersFord Fremont (Chuck Strand), Union Bank,
Walmart South, Austads, Pinnacle Bank, Lincoln USDA
Federa Credit Union, NebraskaDepartment of Agricul-
ture Poultry Department, Security First Bank, Licorice
International, ShopK o (66" & O), Larry Langemeier,
Glen Langemeer, Richard Langemeier, Tom Langemeier,
Lyle Steffen, Cam Loerch and KrisEthridge. Please
thank them whenyou seethem.

Thisyear’sgolf event will be ableto makeadonation
of about $800 to the Nebraska Chapters SWCS Univer-
sity of Nebraska Foundation Scholarship Fund.

David Langemeier, Golf Event Coordinator
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Nebraska SWCS Chapter
13550 W US HWY 34
Malcolm, NE 68402

Photosfrom the 2008 Nebraska SWCSAnnual M eeting, Holdrege Nebraska
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Weareseekinga NEW Newsdletter Editor for the Nebraska SWCS Chapter, please contact KrisEthridgeor
Doug Garrison if you would beinterested. Thank you for considering rewar ding opportunity to volunteer.
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