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SWCS MEMBER IN THE NEWS

SWCSMember AnitaNien’swork withloca
landowner Harold Pidgeon wasrecently highlightedina
“Spotlight On Conservation” articleonthe Nebraska
NRCSWebsite. Visit http://www.ne.nrcs.usda.gov/ and
click the* Spotlight On Conservation” link. Mr. Pidgeon
used avariety of conservation programsand funding
sources, including agrant from the Nebraska Soil and
Water Conservation Foundation. Thedirect link tothe
aticleis

ftp://ftp-fc.sc.egov.usdagov/NE/Outgoing/News/
NebraskaSuccessStories/Harol dPegi onCCRPpdf

NORTHEAST CHAPTER NEWS

The Northeast Nebr. SWCS chapter again spon-
sored a22 rifle shooting team. Severa Northeast SWCS
members, new membersand some potentia recruits' al
participated on theteam during the summer. The SWCS
team camein fourth out of theteamsthat participated this
yedar.

Membersof theteam shot at metal platetargets
that ranged in sizefrom 4 inchesto 1 %2inch in diameter.
Each shooter each got 50 shellsto shoot at 40 targets.
Therewerefour stationsthat each shooter shot at and
each station had 10 targets. Thefirst station wasfree
standing with thetargetsat 40 meters. The second station
wasknedlingwith targetsat 66 meters. Thethird station
wassdittingwith thetargetsat 75 metersand thefourth
station shooterswere ableto bench therifleand the
targetswere at 100 meters.

Three members comprised ateam. And theteam
scorewas determined by the number of targetsthat each
shooter hit. Targetsat the 40 meter distance wereworth
onepoint. Targetsat the 66 meter distance areworth 2
points. Targetsat the 75 meter distanceareworth 3
pointsand thetargets at the 100 meter distancewere
worth 4 points. A total of 300 pointsfor the three shoot-
erswerepossible.

Mike* Mo” Lance - President

Northeast NebraskaSWCS

2007 NE SWCS Annual Meeting Wrap-up

Another successful annua meetingwashedthisyear
inLincoln. If youwere unableto attend, pleasetakethe
timeto view presentationsand photosavailableon our
web site at http://incol or.inetnebr.com/dougg/swes. Some
interesting pointsfrom our biof uels presentationsincluded:

v Ethanol production:
Vv Brazil - directly from sugar to ethanol
v USA —Corn starch to sugar to ethanol

v Production of onegallon of ethanol requires3to5
gdlonsof water.

Vv Past 20 yearsthere hasbeen a45% decreasein
energy required to produce ethanol.

v Onebushd of corn=2.7 gallons (20 Ibs) of
ethanol, 17 Ibsdistillersgrainand 19 1bsof CO2.

v A Cdluloseethanol production plant would
require 2800 large balesdaily (85 twenty ton trucks).
Ina25 mileradiusof the plant would require 10% of
theland baseto producetheselargebaes. Inanarea
likeAuroraNebraska, just using the center pivot
cornerswould supply theland required for aplant.

Vv Whenoil is$60 per barrel, ethanol plantscan pay
$4.80 - $5.20 per bushel for corn.

Also, please takethe opportunity to thank our
meeting sponsorsincluding: CDM, Dow AgroSciences,
JEO Consulting Group, Olsson Associates, Lower
Platte South NRD, HDR and DuPont. It would not
have been as successful without their monetary support.

Preparation hasaready begun for the 2008 Ne-
braska SWCSannua meeting to beheld next summerin
the south central region. Topicsarecurrently being
discussed. Contact Randy Gunnwith ideasyou may have.
Pleasewatch for further announcements, and planto
attend thismeeting thefirst part of June 2008!

http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/
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President’s M essage

| had the privilege of attending the 2007 International
Conferencein TampaFloridalast July. Wow! What a
meeting. | think it’ssafeto say nobody walked away
without learning something. My only complaint wasthere
wastoo much going on at any one point intime—how was
| supposed to choosewhich presentationto goto? There
were sessionson CEAP, vegetative drainage ditches,
watershed/ri parian areaassessments, estimating sediment
delivery, water monitoring, partnershipsand partnership
building, invasive species, biological diversity ....andthe
list goeson. Many of these presentations may be acces-
sible soon on the SWCSweb site at www.swcs.org.

Nebraska's chapterswerewell-represented in
Tampa— Steve Chick, Gus Dornbusch, John Miyoshi (and
wife, Carol), CharlesReppert (and wife, Margaret), and
Wally Valasek (and wife, Barb) werethere, aswell as
many othersfrom the Northern Plainsregion. It wasgreat
to seefamiliar facesand meet new friends.

Severd thingsstruck mewhilelistening to someof
the SWCS|eadership workshop and business meeting
presentations. 2006-2007 SWCSPresident Theo Dillaha
summarized some of theinformation gleaned from arecent
onlinemember survey (see http://www.swcs.org/en/
about_swcg/state of_the society 2007/ for Theo's State
of the Society Address). Approximately onethird of our
members completed the survey, and 60% listed themain
reason they joined SWCSasbeing “ they were encour-
aged to do so by an SWCS member”. Forty-three
percent responded they had not asked anyonetojoinin
thelast threeyears, and approximately onethird had been
amember for 5yearsor less. Therearelikely many
factorsaffecting declining nationa membership, but withal
of the competition for our timeand resources, it seems
apparent that each member needsto consider the val ue of
their membership and relay that valueto others. And that
appliesto anyonewith apotential interest in soil and water
resource conservation—not just thosewithin your own
agency or organization. | believeif morepeople, including
thosein the private sector, were aware of the special
projectsand emphasisof SWCSat the national level,
therewould beinterest in supporting thiscause. Getting
the Journal and becoming apart of alocal network of
conservationistsisabenefit, too. Participation at our
annual statemeetingsaswell asregiona or loca activities
aregreatly encouraged. And your commentsand ideas
aremost welcome—feel freeto contact any of your
officersor sectiondirectors.

New, Improved SWCS Web Site

If you haven’t visited the International SWCSweb
siterecently, pleasetakethetimeto do so. New features
include onlinemembership renewa, state chapter directo-
rieswith officer/director contact information, and amem-
ber —only directory where you can update your contact
information availableonline. Look for the* Informationfor
membersand chapters’ buttonintheleft-hand legend at
www.swes.org. Another notablefeatureisthe* specia
projects’ section, where published reportsof many of the
recent national projectsarefound, including the CEAP,
CSP, and EQI P program eval uations and many more.
Moreresultsof themember survey will also be posted at
thissitesoon.

Corporate Memberships Available

SWCSnow hasthreelevelsof corporate member-
ship which not only help our chapterswithalittlemore
funding, but also provide vaueto the company intheway
of advertisementsin SWCS publications, recognitionon
SWCSweb page and conference programs, and depend-
ing onthecorporatelevel, either oneor twoindividua
memberships, booth space at theinternational meeting,
and regigtrationsto severad SWCS meetingsthroughout
theyear. Current corporate membersincludeAgri Drain
Corporation, AgrenInc., Erosion Tech Inc., Validus
ServicesLLC, and TheNature Conservancy. Thistype of
membership should be appealing to engineering or crop
consulting firms, those producing erosion control, land-
scaping, or irrigation products, and plant materid retailers.
I nterested companiesshould visit the SWCSweb site at
http://www.swes.org/en/corporete_membership/ to seethe
corporate membership brochure and detailed benefits
document. Fromthere, smply contact SWCSat 1-800-
THE-SOIL or sueann.lynes@swcs.org.

New Members (since November 2006)

Nebraska Chapter, Lincoln Section -
Dick Ehrman
Dwight Hanson
Robert Hall

UNL Student Chapter —
Anthony Marshdl

Welcome to Nebraska SWCS!
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NE Chapter SWCS 2007 Golf Tourney/
Fund Raiser

The 11th Annual Nebraska Chapter SWCS Golf
Tourney washeld August 24, 2007 at Highlands Golf Club
of Lincoln. Thirty ninegolfers(15 SWCS& 24 non-
members) participated. Team, best ball format: 1st -
Tony Vrana, Don Vrana, Joe Calder, Jack Olig, Dave
Nichelson; 2nd - Tom Keep, Cam L oerch, ArlisPlummer,
lan Plummer, Mike Kucera; 3rd - Richard Langemeier,
Tom Langemeer, Larry Langemeier, Glen Langemeier; 4th
- DaveLangemeier, Steve Nelson, Lyle Steffen, Gary
WEels; 5th - Paul Zillig, Mike Dosskey, Jim Fortner, Larry
Brown; 6th - Chuck Leinen, Robert Hall, Dennis
Schroeder, Tim Helman; 7th - Ed Svendsen, Wayne
Manthei, Bob Rathjen, Marv Thompson; 8th - Roger
Reichmuth, Bob Sullivan, Jason Sall, Gary Muckd, Craig
Romary; and 9th - Rich Torpin, Trevor Torpin, JR
Schmidt, Randy Epperson.

Tom Keep had theindividual low score. Theindi-
vidual low number of puttswasatie between Gary
Mucke and Larry Langemeier. Theteam low puitt prize
waswon by Richard Langemeier, Tom Langemeier, Larry
Langemeier and Glen Langemeier. Flag eventswereheld
onall 18 holesand the chipping contest waswon by Cam
Loerch. Playerswerefrom numerous Nebraskatowns
plus Shenandoah, IA, and Manhattan, KS.

Everyonewent homefull of cookiesand withmore
than one prizethanksto thefollowing sponsors. Prizes,
including money for the UNL Scholarship fund, were
donated by T.O. Haas Tire, Union Bank, Budweiser
Digtributor Double Eagle Beverage, LLC., Wal-Mart,
State Farm, Nebraska Corn GrowersAssociation,
Highlands Golf Club, Lower Platte North NRD, L ower
Platte South NRD, Papio-Missouri NRD, NARD,
Nebraska Soybean Offices, Lincoln USDA Credit Union,
Licoricelnternational, DiersFord, Stock Seed Farms,
Tractor Supply Company, Lyle Steffen, David
Langemeier, Gary Wells, Cam Loerch, Dr. Kevinand
Beth O Farrdl, Pinnacle Banks- Lincoln, Security First
Bank, USBank, Bank of lowaat Shenandoah, Cattle
Bank of Seward, Poultry Division - NebraskaDept. of
Agr. and the SWCSNational Office. Pleasethank them
when you seethem.

Thegolf event will be able to make adonation of
about $750 to the Nebraska Chapter - SWCS University
of Nebraska Foundation Scholarship Fund. Thisrepre-
sentsaportion of theentry fees, mulligans, chipping
contest, and contributions by the sponsorslisted above.

David Langemeier

FOUNDATION NEWS

TheNebraska Soil & Water Conservation Foun-
dation (SWCF), will be presenting aCollege Scholarship
for natural resource studentsagainthisyear. It will bethe
20th straight year of presenting at |east one scholarship.
Applicationsareavailable on East Campus, fromany
Board member or the Nebraska SWCSwebsite. Two
scholarshipswill aso be awarded by the Nebraska
Chapter through the UN’ L Foundation.

The Foundation ismanaged by afive member board:
Va Bohaty President, KristaReed Vice President, Rich-
ard Leitschuck Secretary, Paul Smith Treasurer and
member Corey Brubaker. One board member comesup
for election each year for a5 year term. Applicationsfor
Scholarships can berequested by writing to: 1024 Dale
Drive, Lincoln, NE 68510.

TheBoardwill be électing one new member thisnext
Annua Meetingtofill Richard Lelitschuck’svacancy ashe
will beretiring fromthe board. Thoseinterested can
contact any board member.

The SWCF hasbenefited fromMemorialsmadein
memory of TinaCarlson. She named the Foundation as
oneof therecipientsof her memorialsand membersand
others haveresponded.

Submitted by Paul D. Smith

Treasurer and Registered Agent.

Kris Ethridge New Vice President

Kriswasraised on awheat farm/cattleranchin
northcentral Kansasand graduated from Glasco High
School in 1994. He attended Sterling Collegewherehe
played basketball and graduated withaB.S. inbiology in
1998. Kriscoached basketball at Fairfield High School
for acouple of yearsbefore attending Kansas State
University where hefocused research on nutrient lossfrom
land applied cattle manure. He graduated with amaster’s
degreein soil sciencein 2002.

Krisbegan working for NRCSin 2002 asadistrict
consarvationistinYates
Center, KS. In 2005,
he moved to Seward,
NE wherehecurrently
servesastheresource
consarvationis.

Krisismarriedto
Brooke and hasone
son, Luke..
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Tina Carlson 1960 - 2007

In caseyou have not heard,
TinaCarlson, our 2006-2007 vice
president, passed away Tuesday,
September 4th. If youhada
chanceto meet her, I’ m sureyou
would agreewith methat shewas
full of life, and, despiteher failing
health, I’ m surethat wasthe caseright to theend.

Tinawasinvolved throughout her lifein natural
resourcesactivities, and even with her passing, leavesher
mark by requesting the Nebraska Soil & Water Conser-
vation Foundation asoneof her memorial recipients. |
can't think of abetter way to honor her life, friendship,
and memory.

Memoria contributionsto the Foundation, which
providesgrantsfor student scholarshipsand special
conservation projectsin Nebraska, can be sent to:

Nebraska Soil & Water Conservation Foundation

¢/oPaul Smith

1024 DdeDrive

Lincoln, NE 68510

Note From Tina's Family

A sncereTHANK Y OU fromthefamily of Tina
(Lorentzen) Carlson, Water Management Specialistin
Bridgeport. TheCarlsonand Lorentzenfamilieswishto
thank employeesof NRCSfor the many expressions of
sympathy and support at theloss of Tinaon September
4thin her bravefight against cancer.

A memoria will begiventotheNebraska Soil and
Water Conservation Foundation Society. Also, her friends
and associatesin Maryland havereceived permission from
theNaval Academy to plant awhite oak, whichwill bear a
plague with her nameinremembrance of her contribution
to conservationin Maryland.

Again, many thanksto al friendsin NRCSfor your
wonderful support during thisvery sorrowful time.

SWCS Member Investigating Book

Nebraska SWCS Member Bob K oener isinvesti-
gating publishing abook about the Great Plainswhich
wouldinclude Countiesof Sully , Huges,Potter Walworth
in South Dakutaand partsof Nebr and Kansas. Inter-
ested folks can contact Bob at: rockoerner1@aol.com
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